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United States Attorney 

BARBARA J. VALLIERE (CABN 147374) 
Chief, Criminal Division 

WILLIAM FRENTZEN (LABN 24421) 
SUSAN BADGER (CABN 124365) 

S. WAQAR HASIB (CABN 234818) 
Assistant United States Attorneys 

450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36055 
San Francisco, California 94102-3495 
Telephone: (415) 436-7200 
Fax: (415)436-6753 
William. Frentzen@usdoj . gov 

Attorneys for United States of America 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


) No. CR 14-00196 CRB 

) 

) UNITED STATES’ OPPOSITION TO LOOSENING 
) BAIL CONDITIONS AND MOTION FOR 
) RECONSIDERATION OF DETENTION 
) 

) 

) 

) 

.) 


INTRODUCTION 

Defendant House has a long detention and bail history. Following his arrest in March of 2014, 
House was originally ordered detained by Magistrate Judge Cousins following multiple hearings and 
consideration by Judge Cousins of defendant House’s extensive criminal history, history of failure while 
under supervision, his violent tendencies, and his violent statements recorded in connection with this 
investigation. In September of 2014, defendant House appealed to District Court Judge Breyer for 
release on the basis that his son was terminally ill and he was needed to care for his child. 
Understandably, he was released to stringent conditions for that purpose. Since that time, House has not 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
v. 

KWOK CHEUNG CHOW, et. al. 
Defendant. 
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had a clean record of behavior - he has violated and has had Form 8 reports filed. Following Magistrate 
Judge Cousin’s relocation to San Jose, Magistrate Judge Laporte has been receiving the reports related 
to defendant House. In fact, Magistrate Judge Laporte held a full hearing related to House’s potential 
violation during 2016. Given Magistrate Judge Laporte’s familiarity with defendant House it is unclear 
why this Court now needs to relearn the entire sordid criminal and procedural history of House - other 
than that defendant House may want to try a different audience. 

This is intended by the government to serve as a brief recounting of facts related to defendant 
House in an effort that the Court will be better informed for the hearing. The government will have 
more to present at the hearing. 

The nature of defendant House’s crimes is very troubling. House sold firearms to an undercover 
FBI agent (UCE 4599) posing as an East Coast organized crime figure. Specifically, House believed 
that the guns sold to UCE 4599 would be used to protect an illegal marijuana growing operation in 
Mendocino County - a violent and potentially lethal purpose for possessing guns. Defendant House is a 
convicted felon and had no business being in contact with firearms to begin with. And this Court is, of 
course, well aware of the deadly danger and horrible consequences in recent years of illegal sales of 
firearms by and to prohibited people. In that regard, defendant House’s crimes were deserving of 
detention. 

Furthermore, defendant House expressed more than once an interest in actually carrying out 
violence for UCE 4599. Defendant House’s relationship with UCE 4599 stemmed from House’s 
associations with co-defendant and co-conspirator Keith Jackson. Defendant Jackson has been 
convicted and sentenced by Judge Breyer to approximately 9 years of imprisonment (despite no criminal 
history) for, inter alia, political corruption, firearms trafficking, and murder for hire. In the course of 
this relationship, the following conversations were recorded either about defendant House or directly 
with defendant House. Not that it matters for the purpose of a detention hearing, but the statements 
about defendant House are clearly admissible as co-conspirator statements. Fed. R. Evid. 801(d)(2)(E). 
Each of the statements recounted below were recorded and the government can supply the Court with 
the recordings themselves if the Court wishes to hear House’s conversations first hand as Judge Cousins 
did. 
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Date of 

Conversation 

Summary of Conversation 

Pertinent Time 

11/19/2012 

UCE 4599 asked Jackson if Marlon Sullivan and Brandon Jackson 

ever got “girlfriends,” meaning guns. Jackson said that they did. 

UCE 4599 explained that his marijuana operation “up north” had 

problems with white supremacists. Jackson suggested another 

individual to provide weapons. Then Jackson asked if UCE 4599 

needed the services of House, a.k.a “Black” to deal with it (referring 

to providing muscle for hire). UCE 4599 told Jackson he would try 

to rectify the problem himself but wanted to reserve the option to use 

House. 

01:12:00-01:15:12 

11/28/2012 

UCE 4599 talked to Jackson about his problems “up north.” Jackson 

suggested that UCE 4599 should use House to take his motorcycle 

gang and go deal with the problem. Jackson stated that House was a 

member of “BGF - Black Guerilla Family” 1 . Jackson recounted that 

House recently took possession of comedian Katt William’s Bentley 

because Williams refused to pay rapper Too Short for a recent 

performance. Black backed down rapper Suge Knight and 

summoned the help of his organization to steal Williams’ Bentley. 

Jackson described that Black would take his biker dudes and go take 

care of business for UCE 4599. House was shot during a robbery 

attempt at his barbershop in Oakland. According to Jackson the 

individual who shot House was “gone.” 

01:42:30-01:47:40 

01/02/2013 

UCE 4599 told House they could maybe do some business. They 

discussed House having connections with smoke shops in San 

Francisco to sell stolen cigarettes. House asked UCE 4599 if he had 

01:33:45-01:52:00 


1 Black Guerilla Family is a known prison and street gang started in the 1960s, and originating 
from San Quentin State Prison. 
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resolved his problem “up there.” UCE 4599 told House that he was 

still having problems with a white supremacist. House offered to 

take care of it and said it was “too easy.” House said he was the 

President of the Made Men (Motorcycle club). UCE 4599 asked 

about House’s relationship with the Hell’s Angels and House said it 

was a good relationship, the Hell’s Angels were House’s “boys.” 


07/11/2013 

UCE 4599 asked Jackson what House could do for them. Jackson 

said House doesn’t follow through all the time, but was a good guy 

and loyal. Jackson said he didn’t have time to help House deal with 

the cigarette deal. Jackson said House could provide “muscle,” that 

was what he was good at. Jackson warned the UCE about doing any 

type of illegal activity with House because House deals with a lot of 

different people. UCE 4599 described that they tried to set up a deal, 

but House just wanted money without doing anything. The UCE 

asked Jackson if House had the capabilities to do real rough stuff. 

Jackson confirmed that House had the capabilities to do harm to 

others if contracted to do so. 

46:00-52:00 

12/03/2013 

Jackson told UCE 4599 that he recently saw House. Jackson pointed 

to his bicep and told UCE 4599 if he needed anything from House, 

he should let him know. UCE 4599 said he needed an associate 

killed who owed him a lot of money. UCE 4599 asked if House 

would do that. Jackson asked the location and race of the intended 

victim. Jackson said he would talk to House in person. Jackson said 

that if House would not do it, then Jackson would ask Rinn Roeun. 

UCE 4599 said he would rather deal with House than Roeun. UCE 

4599 said he would pay $25,000 for the murder. Jackson said he 

would talk to House the next day. Jackson said Roeun would do it 

for cheaper. 

01:19:30-01:25:25 
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02/12/2014 

UCE 4599 asked House how they could make some money. House 

said he wanted marijuana to sell. House said he was tired of dealing 

with low-level criminals. UCE 4599 asked if House had the ability 

to sell weapons (“big girls”). House asked “big girls” or “little girls” 

or “ammo.” UCE 4599 asked if House could get up to 30 guns. 

House said he could get two every other week but if he asked for too 

many his source would think there he was up to some big trouble. 

House gave UCE 4599 his telephone number to call him about the 

guns. House told UCE 4599 he would be able to produce the 

weapons the following week. House said the source of supply for 

the weapons was Asian and his associates got arrested last year with 

50 guns. UCE 4599 talked about paying House. House said they 

could do favors for each other. House said he could send two 

“goons” to do whatever UCE 4599 wanted. One of the “goons” was 

from New York and would do anything. UCE 4599 asked if the 

“goons” could damage a vehicle to send a message to someone. 

House responded “that’s a done deal, that’s too easy. I call that the 

sleeper.” House told UCE 4599 he didn’t even have to meet the 

goons to minimize his culpability in the event. 

04:07:50-04:12:30; 

04:21:00-04:23:20 

03/17/2014 

UCE 4599 and Jackson met with House. House greeted UCE 4599. 

House told UCE 4599 he didn’t have a working phone number for 

UCE 4599. UCE 4599 called House’s cellular phone so that House 

could add UCE 4599 to his contacts. House confirmed he had UCE 

4599 listed as “Jersey Boy.” UCE 4599 asked if House was going to 

supply the firearms that evening. House said “yeah, I’m going to 

bring them up.” House and Jackson agreed to meet that evening at a 

location only identified as “Julious” at 7:00 p.m. UCE 4599 asked 

House if the guns were two “big girls” (assault rifles). House 

2:28:30-02:33:45 
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advised he had “one nice, one little one. You are going to like both 

of them.” UCE 4599 understood House was talking about one 

assault rifle and one handgun. House advised his associate from a 

motorcycle club had two additional firearms from House. UCE 4599 

told House he would take care of him. House left. 2 


03/21/2014 

UCE 4599 met with Jackson. Jackson stated that Pamela Gilmore 

drove House and Jackson to Vallejo, CA, to pick up the assault rifle. 

Jackson showed the assault rifle to Brandon Jackson. UCE 4599 

removed a bag containing the assault rifle from the trunk area of 

Jackson’s vehicle. Jackson told UCE 4599 that House wanted more 

money for the assault rifle. Jackson acknowledged UCE 4599 

already gave House $1400 for the purchase of two guns. Jackson 

gave House an extra $500 of his own money to complete the 

transaction. UCE 4599 and Jackson then discussed donations to 

$enator Yee. 

00:02:10-00:07:45 


As the Court is probably wondering - having been made aware of House’s violent crimes and 
conversations above - why is House not currently detained? The answer is that his son was apparently 
very sick when House sought release and he was released strictly to care for his son. In a turn of great 
news, his son has apparently taken a turn for the better and is in remission. The government believes 
that House’s release status should be reconsidered in light of House no longer needing to be out of 
custody to care for his son. 

The evidence against House has only gotten stronger since his original detention hearings. 
Further witnesses against House are being developed. Additionally, a latent fingerprint was obtained 
from the gun box containing one of the firearms sold to UCE 4599 by House - that fingerprint belongs 
to defendant House. And the parties have resolved that they cannot reach a plea and House will proceed 

2 UCE 4599 paid House $1400 for the firearms during this meeting and told Jackson that House 
better come through after he’d been paid. 
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to a trial where he is almost certainly going to be convicted. So defendant House is facing a substantial 
period of incarceration - his Guideline range is well over 10 years of imprisonment due to his terrible 
criminal history and the nature of his crimes. 

House has also demonstrated a long proclivity for criminal conduct and violence. During the 
course of the investigation, House effectively kidnapped and battered a woman he was having a 
relationship with. The facts of that encounter are extremely troubling, especially given House’s age and 
past criminal history. Also troubling was that House - in conversations with other targets of the 
government’s investigation and a Confidential Human Source of great reliability during his pretrial 
release on that charge - expressed a desire to harm or kill the Assistant District Attorney in Alameda 
County who was prosecuting defendant House in the domestic violence case. This Court should be 
incredibly troubled by a defendant who discussed harming the prosecutor against him while on release 
in another case. 

Defendant House has also already violated his pretrial release. Defendant House was long 
suspected of affiliating with a number of pimps who operate out of Oracle Arena. When arrested, 
defendant House provided statements to law enforcement regarding those associations. While on 
release, House was observed by security at Oracle Arena at a Warriors basketball games without 
permission from Pretrial Services. Security - familiar with defendant House - notified the government. 
Security video was obtained. Eventually House came up with an excuse that he was “working” by 
handing out flyers for a barbershop. But he had not obtained permission to be at Oracle Arena. That 
was the violation already heard by Magistrate Judge Laporte and the Court did not detain him at that 
point, but it should not result in less stringent conditions for House. 

Defendant House’s sole basis for looser conditions is his claim of good works since release. As 
this Court may or may not be aware, this is a time honored ruse by House’s close associates - Raymond 
“Shrimp Boy” Chow and Keith Jackson - of presenting a positive public persona and conducting 
criminal activity under that cover. While the government does not doubt that House has performed 
some positive public work since his release, so had defendant Chow. In fact, Chow had closets full of 
proclamations and commendations from various groups in the Bay Area for real positive action he had 
taken in the community. That made him no less of a risk of flight or danger to the community. Jackson 
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too functioned as a well-respected local political fixture and consultant but was operating as a criminal 
throughout. In short, while House’s very recent positive works are commendable, they do not 
demonstrate that he is less of a risk of flight or danger to the community. 

The government believes that the Court should inquire about whether defendant House really 
needs to be on release any longer given the positive developments regarding his son’s health. If not 
needed, then House should be ordered detained again - where he has always belonged but for his son’s 
unfortunate health. Under no circumstances, should his conditions be loosened. 

CONCLUSION 

The government respectfully submits that Defendant House, following a hearing, should be 
remanded to custody and detained pending trial. 

Date: February 17, 2017 Respectfully submitted, 

BRIAN J. STRETCH 
United States Attorney 

/s/ William Frentzen 
WILLIAM FRENTZEN 
SUSAN BADGER 
S. WAQAR HASIB 
Assistant United States Attorneys 
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